1797.]                             36S

ever may he his merits, it is certain that he lias not
earned that sinecure by  a very long*, or very labo-
rious employ me nt in the public services.    These are
only a few tilings which  I refer to; hot there are
instances after instances, which might be given of
offices held, for which long* and  laborious services
cannot be pleaded.    I shall  not gx> through them,
because I know the house would not have any plea-
sure in the recital: 1 only  mention those  few to
show upon  what foundation the minister rests his
general assertion of the necessity of these things*
The main question  for this house to consider^ and
which they ought to  consider attentively* is this :
Is there, or is there not, a general impression abroad
that these things are severe grievances, and that by
lopping many of them off the public mav have con-
siderable relief; for I agree with the minister, that
unless that be so, it is idle to have recourse to, and
very blameable to hold out to the public, any hope
of relief from such a source.    The minister seems to
be  much  afraid  of deluding the   public   with  too
much hope from such a resource as this.    1 can tell
him, that  i  kno.w the public  have great expecta-
tions upon this .subject; and if he sets about it pro-
perly, the   publir will not   be deluded; for  there
is much to be done to relieve them in this way.
I do not look to the relief which the public will
have  in a pecuniary sense by the reduction of use-
less places merely, but i look also to the effect which
that rednt'tion will have; it will destroy that influ-
ence which has contributed so much to onr undoing":
had this been carried into execution before the com-
nienoement of the present war, we should not have
had the hundred of millions added that have been to
our national debt; we should not have had to mourn
over the hundreds of thousands, and even millions,
of our fellow-creatures, whose lives have been sacri-
ficed to carry it on.    Such we see has been the effect
of this war ; and the control over these useless places
lias           one of the most powerful means by which